
 

 

 

Age-Friendly Campaigning 

 
In May 2016, an Age-Friendly Custom Needs Assessment for the community of Brantford highlighted the 

barriers to voting that exist for older adults, preventing full civic engagement and social participation for 

older adults. The City of Brantford aims to increase civic engagement and assess barriers to voting among 

older adults, as part of our age-friendly planning. 

As part of this project, The Grand River Council on Aging, in conjunction with staff from the City of Brantford 

and the County of Brant, hosted focus groups and conducted interviews with service providers and seniors. 

The project was completed with the participation of 344 seniors and service providers. 

Participants identified a barrier to voting as a lack of information about candidates and issues. While the 

City of Brantford does not take any part in the facilitation of candidate outreach, the information collected 

during the course of this project is important to the City’s goal of running an accessible 2018 Municipal 

Election. Therefore, the feedback from the project regarding candidate outreach has been shared below for 

your consideration while planning your campaign.  The recommendations relevant to candidates were as 

follows: 

 “Improve candidate outreach at seniors housing facilities throughout Brantford and Brant County. 

Encourage candidate visits during the week of the election to support memory recall among seniors 

with cognitive difficulties. 

 Mobilize the support of local organizations and volunteers to assist seniors housing providers who 

do not have the staffing capacity to: receive and disseminate campaign information, facilitate voter 

registration, and accompany residents to voting locations. 

 Improve candidate outreach at seniors housing facilities throughout Brantford and Brant County. 

Encourage candidate visits during the week of the election to support memory recall among seniors 

with cognitive difficulties. 

 Establish inter-generational volunteer opportunities involving local business community, community 

organizations (i.e., Seniors Resource Centre) and high schools to assist seniors during elections to 

communicate information regarding the candidates, local issues, and assist them to vote. 

 Invest greater resources to support candidate outreach in community gathering spaces frequented 

by seniors and at seniors housing facilities. 

 Provide information of each candidate with pictures, profiles, and platforms that are AODA 

compliant. 

 Provide more information about the candidates and their platforms through: flyers at their local 

community centres and libraries, direct mail, local news, and churches. 

 Provide comprehensive information about school board trustees and their platforms. 

 Seniors are interested in meeting and getting to know their candidates. Offer a range of meet-and-

greet sessions through town hall meetings, workshops, visits at local community gathering spaces, 

visits to seniors housing at lunch, and door to door.” 

 


